
Be a Good Steward 
  

Stewardship is not simply making donations or taking care of the building and 
grounds. It is a spirituality- hence a way of life- made of four parts: receiving the 
gifts of God with gratitude; cultivating them responsibly: sharing them lovingly in 
justice with others; standing before the Lord in a spirit of accountability.   
We are born completely self-centered. As infants, we cry in order to have all our 
needs met. As we learn to speak, one of the first words we grasp after “mama” and 
“papa” and “mine!” If you have ever watched toddlers playing with one another, 
you know what I mean. All it takes is for one to grab hold of a playmate’s favorite 
toy and the fun begins: “Mine! Mine! Mine! It is at this point that parents make 
their best effort to increase their toddler’s vocabulary by one more very important 
word; “share!” 
Sharing does not come easily for most of us. Our selfish tendencies are 
exacerbated by a society that promotes the notion of a “scarcity mentality.” On a 
regular basis, we receive the message; there’s not enough to go around, so grab for 
what you can. Scripture, however, paints a very different picture , one of 
abundance. Beginning with Genesis, we are taught that God’s creation is filled 
with everything we need, all provided by a generous and loving God who calls us 
to share with others. Jesus’ first miracle, the changing of water into wine at the 
wedding feast at Cana, reinforces this notion of abundance; the six huge jars, each 
capable of holding more than fifty gallons, are filled to the rim. For those who live 
under God’s reign, there is more than enough to go around.  
Recognizing the abundance of God’s creation is the first step toward sharing with 
others. However, we also need to realize that when it comes to material 
possessions, the word “mine” is a misnomer. There is no such thing as “mine” 
because everything in God’s creation truly belongs to God who has chosen, in his 
generous love, to share with us. And so, rather than seeing ourselves as owners, we 
come to recognize that we are stewards.     

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


